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An Adventure Like None Other...  

By Kaye Ford, ECIGA President  
 
It is truly hard to believe that it has been 3-1/2 years since I first had the idea to form a genealogy group.  
Credit really goes to the Indiana Genealogical Society’s Annual Conference in April 2015 in Terre Haute, 
hosted by the Wabash Valley Genealogy Society (http://www.inwvgs.org/).  I thought, “if it can be done 
on the west side of Indiana, it can be done on the east side of Indiana!”  And for three years it was done! 

 
I pulled together all my resources and held a planning meeting 
in August 2015 with a nice turnout.  We decided on a name, a 
logo, a schedule…and the first meeting was planned for January 
2016.  As we are in Indiana, the weather stepped in, bringing 
ice, so our first meeting was held in February 2016. 
 
At first, we rotated our monthly meetings around five east-
central Indiana counties:  Delaware, Hancock, Henry, Madison, 
and Randolph.  I can honestly say I’ve met at least one person 
from each of those counties whom I’d contact immediately for 

help researching that area.  The first two years I was able to devote a good amount of time to ECIGA.  As 
we approached our third year, though, and I took on the position of Assistant Director at Henry County 
Historical Society, I let my officers know that the third year would be my last year as volunteer president.  
My officers are all just as busy as I am…if not busier…and a new president 
could not be coerced…I mean found!   
 
Midway through our third year, I became the Executive Director of the 
historical society and the chapter regent of my Daughters of the American 
Revolution chapter, and I knew I had made the right decision to step down 
as ECIGA president.  The decision was made to disband at the end of 2018. 
 
With that in mind, we discussed how to disburse our treasury of $463.  It 
was unanimously decided to divide those monies and present checks at our 
final meeting to the historical societies of each of the five counties we have 
represented. 
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The money that will be donated to the Henry County Historical Society, for example, will be used to fund 
a new membership level there, called the Henry County Genealogy Alliance.  You didn’t think I was 
walking away from genealogy for good, did you?!  The HCGA will be a membership category for 
genealogy enthusiasts, $75 annually to join ($50 to be put toward digitization of our family files and 
photos and $25 toward the general fund to maintain our genealogy library).  HCGA members will have 
access to one live genealogy webinar per year and one genealogy-related face-to-face meeting per year.  
Also, HCGA members will be invited to something new we are trying in 2019, a Legacy Gala.  Keep this in 
mind if you are in Henry County and love genealogy!  Check here for more info: HenryCountyHS.org. 
 
I would like to thank the following persons…the ECIGA Board…without whom we would not still be 
meeting monthly, mailing items, putting out a newsletter, advertising in our communities, or sharing 
important genealogy news: 
 
Pam Flynn, Membership Director, and Sara McKinley, Social Media Director:  You both rock at what you 
do!  It has been a pleasure making your acquaintance and learning from you both.  I appreciate you for 
sticking with ECIGA from beginning to end.  You, along with our other Charter Members, made this 
adventure completely worth it! 
 
Michael Kester, Hancock County Director, and Mark Washburn, Delaware County Director:  Don’t be 
shocked but you two rock also!  Mike is passionate about local history, and Mark is actively taking 
genealogy clients, so their combined knowledge has been an asset to ECIGA. 
 
It will be strange not gathering the second Tuesday of each month with these folks and others who have 
joined us at meetings.  This is a bittersweet close to such an awesome adventure, but it’s time.  As 
always, since the first planning meeting in August 2015 until our final get-together on December 11, 
2018, we thank you for your support and wish you well in your genealogical journeys! 
 
Most sincerely, 
 
Kaye Ford 
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Who Do You Think WE Are? 

By Michael Kester, Hancock Co. Director, ECIGA 

I think I know that answer to that question.  Never did I expect when I accepted 
Kaye’s offer to be Hancock County Director that it would be so very rewarding.  
That first ECIGA meeting that I attended at the Hancock Co. Public Library would 
be the start of something big. 
 
Maybe it was bigger than I thought.  Five counties, monthly meetings, door prizes, 
foreign addresses, and speaking notes.   My favorite meeting had to be at Muncie 
Public Library at the Photoshop restoration workshop.  It was so well organized 
and everyone had a computer to try out the great tips.  Thanks to Sara for that 
one.    
 
We are and always will be friends.  As the ECIGA matured and learned, I grew closer to all the people 
that made it happen.  Kaye, Sara, Karen, Denise, Pam, Jennifer, Shanda, Mark and anyone I forgot to 
mention. 
 
Please let me give special mention to Kaye Ford:  President, web boss, Facebook editor, meeting planner, 
ear to bend, writer, GPS expert, mother, shoulder to cry on, and a great friend of mine.  I only hope the 
best for you Kaye in your future, and hope we can keep in touch.  I know my new position as Greenfield 
Director of the Hancock County Historical Society will keep me really busy. 
 
Oh yeah, did anyone ever figure out what that Mystery Headstone carving was from the November 2017 
newsletter?   Is that our brick wall?    
 
Michael Kester 

Parting is Such Sweet Sorrow;  
All Good Things Must Come to an End 

By Pam Flynn, Membership Director, ECIGA 

This is what I am feeling as our Alliance comes to our final meeting.  I’m usually not 
a “club joiner” but our group was so different.  We learned...we had fun...we 
accomplished many things.  We had very interesting speakers at our meetings and 
we found new ways to help break through our brick walls in our genealogy quest.   

 
Along the way we also made many friends that shared our passion for solving family mysteries and 
finding lost ancestors.  Our group was blessed with a gifted, talented leader.  Kaye did such a remarkable 
job with the organizing, providing interesting topics, meetings and sharing her vast genealogical 
knowledge.  Sara produced awesome newsletters that were beautiful as well as informative.  Michael 
provided information, technical knowledge and was always there to help in any way.  Others contributed 
in various ways and I truly appreciated everyone’s help and working together as a team. 
 
Thank you one and all for your friendship, help, acceptance and love. 
 
Pam Flynn 
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Photo Spotlight  

At our final meeting on December 11 at 
the Henry County Historical Society, 
ECIGA President Kaye Ford presented 
the checks and donation letters to the 
five counties represented in ECIGA.     
 
Pictured clockwise from top left: Larry 
Ellett (ECIGA charter member) for Henry 
County, Michael Kester (ECIGA Hancock 
Co. Director) for Hancock County, Sara 
McKinley (ECIGA Social Media Director) 
for Delaware County and Madison 
County, Pam Flynn (ECIGA Membership 
Director) for Randolph County. 

...But This Isn’t Goodbye  

By Sara McKinley, Social Media Director, ECIGA 

It’s hard to believe this is my final ECIGA newsletter.  Looking back, I’m so proud of all that we’ve 
accomplished together these past 3+ years. We’ve coordinated, presented and/or hosted dozens of free 
genealogy workshops, participated in outreach events, created a genealogy newsletter and website, 
provided genealogy webinars and videos, digitized and indexed historical records, the list goes on…  The 
community of genealogy researchers and enthusiasts that we connected with is amazing!  I’m so glad to 
have met each and every one of you, and as Kaye said, I’m confident that I now know someone in each 
county in ECI that I would immediately contact for help with researching that area.  Through this 
experience I have also learned so much from Kaye, Pam, Michael, Mark and our past Board members—it 
has been wonderful working with each of you!  Kaye—I’m of course especially thankful to you for 
conceiving the idea and vision for ECIGA and carrying it through.  I know you will continue to do great 
things in Henry County and in the world of genealogy.   
 
As we bring our final newsletter to a close, this definitely isn’t a goodbye.  I expect 
we will continue to see each other around ECI at genealogy events, and you can 
always find me in Delaware County at the Carnegie Library in Muncie as I continue 
to supervise our Local History & Genealogy department.  I hope you will join me in 
continuing to share opportunities to learn and grow and help others connect with 
their family history.  Here’s to an amazing 2019 and beyond! 
 
Sara McKinley 


