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Volunteers Make ECIGA Go ‘Round!  

By Kaye Ford, ECIGA President  
 
You may have noticed that our newsletter is running a bit 
behind, and we apologize for the delay.  The ECIGA Board of 
Directors is made up entirely of volunteers.  Five volunteers.  
We are five volunteers who have full-time jobs, young 
families with kids in elementary school, other volunteer 
obligations and responsibilities, and lives outside genealogy. 
 
One volunteer handles our membership database.  One 
volunteer has been working diligently with an ECIGA member to digitize a record 
set that can only be done at the library.  One volunteer creates our flyers and is 
preparing a day-long seminar for us this summer.  One volunteer handles our email 
volume and website. 
 
All five volunteers, however, are passionate about family history and helping others 
with their journey.  Scheduling meetings and providing educational opportunities, 
sharing what we have learned, and reaching out to as many people as possible as 
often as possible are our goals. 
 
Just think of what ECIGA would be with more volunteers!  More reaching out, more 
sharing, more ideas, more fun (not sure that last one is possible because we do 
have a lot of fun)!  Hey, anything is possible! We have room for more officers…
Secretary and Treasurer positions are open, as well as the President Elect. 
 
By the end of 2018, we will need a President Elect in place ready to take over, as I 
will have served three years as President.  It will be time for someone new to take 
over the reins.  Think about stepping up, contact me to ask questions about the 
position, or consider a different position.  I will still be a part of ECIGA but as Past 
President. 
 
This is a great group with great ideas and five wonderful volunteers.  Grow our 
numbers, grow ECIGA with us!  We welcome anyone to come aboard and be part of 
something wonderful in East Central Indiana! 
 

mailto:ECIGA@att.net?subject=ECIGA%20Voices%20%26%20Vestiges
http://www.eciga.info
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Social History: Putting Your Ancestors in Context  
By Kaye Ford, ECIGA President 

Social history looks at the lived experience of the past.  When I’m researching my ancestors, I want to know 
not only their vital statistics but also what they did, how they lived, with whom did they spend their time, 
were they often mentioned in the newspaper or did they fly under the radar?  It is hard for me to picture 
these once vibrant people sitting in their home (Was it a cabin? Made of brick? A shack?) working on their 
never-ending mundane chores (Darning socks? Candle-making? Sweeping?) or working outside (In a field? A 
barn? Alone or with others?) tending to those tasks (Caring for their livestock? Mending a fence? Planting or 
harvesting?).  Even though your ancestor might not be named specifically in a town or county history, his 
neighbor might be.  Look for memoirs of folks who attended the same church or lived in the same 
neighborhood.  Using social history in your research helps put your ancestors into context.  
 
So, where do you find social history of a locale?  Try the local historical society!  The historical society holds 
historical items related to a location, including documents, photos, artifacts and antiques, manuscripts - 
basically anything that anyone has donated to them that is historic and from that area.  You might find items 
about your family (perhaps a Bible) but also church records, club and organization records, records from out-
of-business stores and employers of the area.   
 
 

 
 
Old newspapers are another great source of what life was like where your ancestors lived.  If you cannot find 
the newspapers online, try the local public library!  The newspapers of days past shone a light on what was 
happening in the town and to the people and most times you will find articles full of enlightening details.  As 
an example, I recently helped a gentleman figure out where his ancestor was employed at the time he died.  
On the 1930 Federal Census, this man was noted as working at the “GA Plant.”  A couple months after the 
census was taken, this man sadly lost his life in an auto accident.  I found the newspaper article detailing the 
accident and the fact that the man worked for a contractor by the name of “George H. Ammerman.” 
 
Another place to check for who made up the neighborhood of your ancestor is an estate sale.  If the 
decedent had a moderate- to large-sized estate, all his goods would be tallied and then sold.  These records 
are typically found in the decedent’s probate records.  When the estate sale occurs, a record is kept of who 
bought what and for how much, usually family and neighbors. 
 
Try to flesh out the social history of your ancestors to learn more about what life was like during their day.  
Remember to think outside the box and talk to those who run the historical society for help! 

“Using social history in your 

research helps put your 

ancestors into context.”  



 

 

 

By Michael Kester, ECIGA Hancock County Director 
 
ECIGA is utilizing a laptop and scanner that was granted to us by the Indianapolis Genealogical Society.  
Hancock County Death records are currently being digitized.  The book that we are scanning for the 
Digitization Project is Hancock County Death records from 1921 to 1989.  That’s 69 years of death 
records on 694 pages!   The process involves scanning each page, then running that scan through 
Optical Character Reader (OCR) software to interpret each letter.  This allows for the final product to 
be searched by name. 
 
If you have accessed an online database of names for genealogy purposes, someone somewhere may 
have had to transcribe or scan those names and put them online.  They don’t just appear on the 
internet.  You can be a part of this process by volunteering to help us out.  ECIGA would welcome your 
free time to assist in scanning databases in our affiliate counties that are in need of being put online for 
FREE.  Maybe even 50 years from now your volunteer time will continue to help future generations of 
genealogists with their research.  Please contact ECIGA if you are interested in helping or more 
information. 
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Digitization Project in Progress 

ICYMI—“Google for Genealogy” Webinar  

In case you missed it, our February Watch & Discuss Webinar was “Google for Genealogy: Search Tricks 
to Tease Out Information.” This webinar is available for free at Legacy Family Tree Webinars here.  The 
video is 45 minutes long and will teach you how to use Google more efficiently in your genealogical 
research.  While you’re there, we recommend checking out some of their other great webinars! 
 

https://familytreewebinars.com/download.php?webinar_id=681
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Preservation Week 2018! 
By Sara McKinley, ECIGA Social Media Director 

Preservation Week is coming up April 22-28, 2018.  
ECIGA is co-sponsoring a program with Muncie Public 
Library on April 24 at 7pm at the Carnegie Library in 
downtown Muncie  titled “Preserving Your Family’s 
Story.”  This free preservation workshop will be 
presented by Maria VanVreede, Museum Collections 
Manager of the National Model Aviation Museum in 
Muncie.  Maria invites attendees to bring their own 
family heirlooms and artifacts to the workshop so that 
she can share and discuss practical ways that 
attendees can apply museum techniques for 
preservation at home.  Don’t miss out on this great 
opportunity! 
 
Need some inspiration?  Here are some tips from the 
American Library Association for preserving textiles: 
 
1. Store textiles in an environment where you are 

comfortable being. Basements can be damp and 
lead to mold. 

2. Box or roll and cover textiles to prevent damage 
from dust and light.  Inspect regularly for insects. 

3. Do not fold if you don’t have to. If you have to, 
pad the folds with tissue. 

4. Display dyed textiles away from direct light to 
minimize fading. 

5. Hang historic clothing on well-padded hangers 
and cover with plain cotton. 

 
 

http://www.ala.org/alcts/preservationweek


 

 

Monthly public member meetings include free 

educational workshops.  Locations and topics will 

vary.  Check www.eciga.info for the latest information.  

  

Mar 2018:  “Putting HeritageQuest to Use” - Tuesday, 

March 13, 7pm @ Hancock County Public Library—

Computer Lab, 900 W. McKenzie Rd., Greenfield, IN 

46140 

Apr 2018:  Topic TBD—Tuesday, April 10, 7pm @ Henry 

County Historical Society—606 S. 14th St., New Castle, 

IN 47362 

May 2018:  “Genealogy 101” - Tuesday, May 8, 7pm @ 

Delaware County Historical Society—120 E. Washington 

St., Muncie, IN 47305 

Upcoming ECIGA Programs 
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Send Your Questions & Suggestions! 

Have a genealogy research question, a research tip, or a suggestion for us?  
We’d love to hear from you!  Email us, contact us on Facebook or Twitter, or 
call us!  We’d be happy to answer your questions or share your questions and 
tips with fellow members. 

 

The ECIGA Board seats will again be filled by volunteers 
in 2018.  
If you are interested in one of the vacant positions or 
would like to know more, please email us at  
ECIGA@att.net or call 765-400-6931.  
 

 

 

http://www.eciga.info
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hancock+County+Public+Library/@39.800017,-85.785992,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x886b31c1a477d835:0x35fae64f3b609a58!2s900+W+McKenzie+Rd,+Greenfield,+IN+46140!3b1!8m2!3d39.800017!4d-85.7838033!3m4!1s0x886b31c1748bf113:0x42b0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hancock+County+Public+Library/@39.800017,-85.785992,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x886b31c1a477d835:0x35fae64f3b609a58!2s900+W+McKenzie+Rd,+Greenfield,+IN+46140!3b1!8m2!3d39.800017!4d-85.7838033!3m4!1s0x886b31c1748bf113:0x42b0
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